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Writer’s Memo for Barbie is Real Tumblr 

 For my project, I was interested in exploring how material plastic has transformed into a 

plastic aesthetic, which I believe is quintessentially represented in Barbie. In my tumblr, I 

examine how Barbie exists as a simultaneously problematic and empowering figure. The 

keywords I wanted to explore are plastic materiality, plastic aesthetics, simulation, and the gaze. 

I wanted to invoke Baudrillard’s writings on the gaze throughout the project with the images and 

videos I shared, and I also did some direct quotations and references to his work. By sharing so 

many diverse and different examples of Barbies or Barbie aesthetics, I invoke the simulation and 

how reproductions of the original (in this case Barbie, who was also already a reproduction of a 

German pin-up doll) can take on a life of their own. For example, Nicki Minaj’s Harajuku Barbie 

has taken on a persona of her own, and transcended the original passive Barbie form by 

reclaiming and celebrating elements that supposedly make someone a plastic or fake person.  

 To start, I started with some of the more problematic and basic Barbie depictions. I began 

with the urban dictionary entry of Barbie which describes her as a “plastic whore” to start out 

with a simplistic view that many hold of Barbie and progressively complicate this view to show 

that Barbie is more than just a “plastic whore”; she is an embodied part of our culture and 

deserves a deeper analysis. Additionally, the problematic depictions of Valeria Lukyanova and 

the Frida Kahlo Barbie (which removes her unibrow and shapely figure) embody the material 

aspect of Barbie in ways that only further the simplistic, unprogressive vision of Barbie. For 

Trisha Paytas, I wrote a short poem commenting on copyright and what it means to own 
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something. The poem comments further on the materiality of Barbie and how in the end, she is a 

product, and every aspect of her cute, pink, and bubbly persona is designed with the consumer in 

mind, and creating the perfect doll that people will want to buy. Also, by including the image of 

President Barbie, I wanted to demonstrate the irony in there being a Barbie president before there 

has been a female president in the “real word”. If Barbie is so fake, why is her world seemingly 

more progressive than ours currently is? 

 Moving on, as the project progressed I started examining more layered or empowering 

depictions of Barbie. When I was analyzing Aqua’s Barbie girl music video, I picked a few key 

lyrics that embody the “Barbie is materialistic, fake, a whore” mentality but are complicated by 

the action’s in the music video. What could be seen as a celebration of all things plastic, is a 

satirical critique on why these harmful ideologies are projected onto women who embrace 

materiality or being sexual and how it stems from the patriarchy and male gaze. As I moved on 

with the project, I wanted to start focusing on what makes something real. I invoked Baudrillard 

with my short poem on Barbie’s vlog and how they are a simulation of a simulation and have 

taken on a life of their own through our interactions with it. I juxtaposed this with real comments 

taken from the comments of her vlogs, where the comments express the commenters fascination 

and love for Barbie, yet they still proclaim that she is not real. I wanted to challenge this 

perception that she is not real with this project and the different, and sometimes human, forms 

Barbie takes on and how she has transcended the limits of her physical form. Nicki Minaj is 

perhaps the best example of the empowering Barbie aesthetics and reclaiming them for ones 

own. Nicki Minaj is unapologetic in her love of Barbie and taking on plastic characteristics of 

the character in an unproblematic way.  
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 For my last half of the project, I wanted to focus on the male gaze that is inflicted on 

Barbie. I used several pictures where Barbie’s body is being objectified and then even recreated 

one of her photos myself. The photo I chose to recreate was one where Barbie is staring back 

herself, but in a mediated way with the use of a camera. I recreated this photo with my phone, 

and I had the camera on my phone turned toward the person taking a picture of me. So while the 

person who was taking a picture of me thought they were the one gazing at me, I was also gazing 

back at them by turning my camera back at them. I used this as an example of Barbie choosing to 

stare back instead of being the one who was being looked at, which I furthered in the next post. 

This barbie had an actual camera embodied into her chest, which has fascinating implications. 

Whatever anyone does to her will be documented—does this change how we will act towards 

her, if we know we are being watched? It reverses the male gaze back onto itself and gives 

Barbie a sense of empowerment through her own stare, which I emphasize by including a 

quotation from bell hooks.   

As far as the aesthetic form of my project, I chose to do a tumblr rather than a traditional 

essay or visual essay because Barbie is a figure that has adapted and grown with modern times: 

she has a YouTube, Twitter, and Instagram account. I used a tumblr because blogs have become 

such a popular way of expressing one’s ideas and it is something that I could imagine the Barbie 

figure doing herself. I used the color pink as the primary color scheme because Barbie has been 

linked with the color pink since she was created and it is seen as the epitome of a “girly” color, 

which I wanted to celebrate. I also used several different patterns rather than just one pink color 

to show how Barbie herself has become a mashup of many different ideas and personas, that all 

come together in one “Barbie” aesthetic. For the sidebar, I chose the avatar for my project to be 

the Barbie holding the camera because I felt that it was the perfect synthesis of topics we covered 
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in class and I loved the idea that Barbie was staring at you the entire time you were looking at 

reproductions of her image on the tumblr. Below this image, I have written “It’s Barbie’s world 

and we’re all just living in it” as a play on the iconic phrase “I’m a Barbie girl in a Barbie 

world”. The phrase I created emphasizes that it is Barbie who has created this world and inspired 

others to mimic her, and not the other way around. We are now products of Barbie, she is no 

longer a product of us.  


