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Kylie Jenner in the Kardashian Mold 

 

Kylie Jenner is the youngest half-sister of the Kardashian clan, and has been featured on 

E! Network’s reality show Keeping Up with the Kardashians (KUWTK) since it first aired in 

2007. Kylie was 10 years old at the time and has had her childhood documented for societies 

entertainment. The world has been able to watch her go through puberty, form a sense of 

identity, navigate her relationship with her family, as well as create intimate relationships with 

friends and lovers through reality television and social media over the past eleven years. The 

Kardashian clan has built a following that establishes them as a brand, they have become larger 

than life without having an educationally based skill set. The Kardashians became famous off of 

a sex-tape, which could be viewed as the epitome of what American culture has become; sexual 

intercourse as a performance, exploiting the sexualization of women, and the mass consumption 

of “intimate” or “private” moments. From that moment they became an image of sexuality and 

beauty that the world has followed and attempted to conformed to, Kylie being the best example 

of this in the way that she had to learn to establish her own personal brand while also still fitting 

into the created image of the Kardashians. This created image relates to Judith Butler’s theory on 

gender as performance, and the creation of bodies linked to historical possibilities. Kylie 

Jenner’s biggest challenge that she has faced and will continue to face for the rest of her life is 

the status of her birth; she was born into a family with beautiful sisters but was not born looking 

like them and is will forever be compared to their already crafted and ethnically different bodies. 

Interestingly, she is not a “Kardashian” but a Jenner, which is a label to her difference but is still 

pressured into conforming to the beauty standards laid out for her by her sisters. Kylie Jenner is 

an example of performance and spectacle in the way that she grew up in the spotlight while also 

growing into the mold that is the Kardashian Brand, and controlled trends through screens. By 

using Kylie Jenner’s plastic surgery transformation I’m examining how society is constantly 

yearning for an unattainable “American Dream” which celebrities, like Kylie Jenner, embody by 

using material possessions connected to branding on social media. By using social media 

platforms to make their brand easy to interact with we are faced with an “image” that creates a 

power imbalance of class, race, and gender in society by contradicting natural beauty versus 

artificial beauty   

 



(Kylie Jenner at movie premiere 2010, age 13) 

(Kylie Jenner at Kylie Hair Kouture launch 2014, age 17) 

 

  



 

 

 

 

Kylie Jenner’s first step towards physically embodying the Kardashian mold was when 

she began to get lip fillers. Lip fillers are typically composed of hyaluronic acid, which is a 

compound normally found in the skin that retains fluid to create plump looking skin, and is 

injected into the lip with a needle, touch ups are needed up to three times a year as the fillers 

dissolve over time. Kylie initially began overlining her lips with lipliner but then moved to 

cosmetic enhancement, speculation puts the starting dating of her injections in 2014 even though 

Kylie denied/did not comment on speculation until confirming having work done during an 

episode of KUWTK in May of 2015 after her sisters convinced her to “stop lying.”  

There is painful irony in the way that Kylie’s sisters have no admitted to having work 

done, and adamantly defend themselves against critics claiming so, but urged Kylie to publicly 

admit to having work done. During a time where the culture values aesthetic appearance over 

authenticity there is a blurred line of what is accepted when one is trying to achieve the aesthetic 

appearance. This denial of visible enhancement creates a view into the creation of “image” for 

high profile members of society. Many critics commented on how Kylie’s lips were too small 

and how she was the “ugly sister” even though Kylie was a young tween only just entering 

puberty. This is where the beauty standards of women trickling down onto younger girls become 

dangerous when each year young girls become more sexualized by the media and society.   

Kylie had the means to have enhancements done in order to fit into with the rest of her 

beautiful and personable sisters and began a serious of enhancements that have never been 

confirmed but speculated on by medical professionals, critics, and fans. Kylie has allegedly had 

an eyebrow lift (to appear more awake), nose job (to align with facial beauty “standards”), breast 

augmentation, hip fillers (wider hips), as well as a butt job. Her sisters are famous for having tiny 

waists, large breasts and large butts, but while never explicitly confirmed it is understood that 

they have also have surgical enhancements. This makes the hierarchy in the family very visible 

where the Kardashians feel entitled to their unacknowledged enhancements, but the Jenner 

sisters are forced to be held accountable because they are not technically “Kardashians” but 

could be seen as freeloaders on the Kardashian image.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
(Kylie Jenner)                      (Fyza Ali) 
 

  
(Kim Kardashian)                           (Sonia Ali) 

 

 

 

 

 

 



By creating the reputation of the most beautiful and sexually appealing women in the 

world, they also created a standard by which the rest of society continuously attempts to copy 

and follow. Butler speaks on the repeated performance of bodies created a social relevance, 

which is precisely what the Kardashians have done. The body and appearance is a malleable 

form which gets its labels through historical labels, and by establishing their brand through a sex-

tape, they established that Kim’s body type specifically is a mold that should be followed and 

recreated. The Kardashians are able to maintain their status as unattainable beauty because of 

how they paid for enhancements that a majority of society cannot afford. But slowly, women are 

beginning to break into their unattainable standard because through their access of plastic 

surgery.  

Although the Kardashian/Jenner clan as a whole are extremely influential and powerful in 

today’s society, Kylie is arguably the most powerful because of the way that we watched her 

grow up on TV. She became an image on the screen and in magazines that we felt like we knew 

personally because of the different ways we had access to her and her “private” life. In denying 

her enhancements, it gives the impression that enhancements are something to be ashamed of 

because they create an impression of “lacking” and takes away from the feminine “natural 

beauty” appeal. At the same time it also creates a legitimate mold of “beauty” that can be 

replicated by the women who can afford to pay for it. The millennial generation grew up with 

Kylie Jenner as she struggled to fit in with her beautiful family which made her more relatable to 

the everyday person in some respect. Overtime we watched her conform to the mold, but 

eventually reach the point where she began creating the mold in making surgical enhancements 

seem less taboo and more normal. In being the “ugly” sister but then having surgery to fit the 

mold and become beautiful, Kylie shows the “average” woman that it is possible for them to 

become beautiful in our culture. Kylie becomes more powerful than Kim because in a way, she is 

the one who destroys Kim’s untouchable image, comparable to a mortal defeating a God.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



It’s important to look at the way that the Kardashian’s created their mogul image. The 

three Kardashian sisters are half Armenian, half Caucasian, they are not white but are a glaring 

symbol of white culture. The two Ali sisters are from Dubai with Middle Eastern decent, and 

when faced with being Kim and Kylie lookalikes, Fyza argues that Kylie did not look similar to 

her five years ago. This creates a whole new argument that the Kardashians rode the coattails of 

middle eastern cultural fetishization into fame. They are foreign but not “too” foreign and it’s 

incredibly disgusting the way that Black and Middle Eastern women are treated in American 

culture yet behind the curtain, our standard of beauty is based off of the women that white 

culture oppresses. The slightly middle eastern facial features and the curves of black women 

have become prominent beauty standards, however when it comes to natural black women with 

curves they are often looked down upon. Our culture has created a whitewashed beauty standard 

that promotes women to change the way they look to fit a mold, but also shames women for 

making those changes and not being “naturally” beautiful in the first place. This mold that has 

been created will fail society until it is understood that beauty is a fluid concept and not a mold 

to be filled. Beauty is often described as something above ordinary, but when a mold is created 

in the name of beauty, over time that mold will be deemed obsolete.  

  



 
  



The Kardashians and Kylie Jenner specifically, embody Judith Butler’s ideology as 

gender as a performance. These women have allowed cameras into their home to document that 

wealthy, beautiful, and sexualized women are also “normal” and relatable. Kylie can be seen as 

the ultimate celebrity in this respect, as she has grown up in the spotlight, everything that she has 

done has been documented and been adding to a greater purpose; which is to market the 

Kardashian brand of wealth and relatability. In never knowing a normal life it’s possible that she 

has never been able to form a true sense of self as she is always acting and performing for the 

cameras that she grew up with. Behind their label of reality television, their reality is warped in 

order to be profitable. All the water bottles, clothing, events, cars, technology, etc. becomes a 

part of the image they create as wealth. They are creating content and trends for the masses to 

consume, so what part of their life is authentic if they are constantly searching for new ways to 

make themselves and their lifestyle consumable but seemingly unreachable.  

One form of content that they use to perform for society is through their individual apps 

they have created. Each sister has their own app that requires a monthly/yearly subscription, with 

the subscription the users get insider information about the women. Users get to see favorite 

recipes, make up looks, beauty secrets, favorite products, etc. There are quizzes to see which 

Kardashian sister the user is most like, pushing them towards tips that would help them to be 

more like a Kardashian. The repeated action of glorifying the Kardashian lifestyle has allowed 

normal everyday habits and actions to become secret tips to become more appealing and 

beautiful to the rest of the world. This creates a black hole in natural beauty, nothing has been 

natural because of the ways we constantly are changing in order to become appealing in other 

people’s eyes. Beauty is artificial at its core in the way that we created it in order to make a label 

to distinguish us from each other and to create a hierarchy where beautiful people achieve more 

based on physical appearances that can be manipulated so easily. Butler argues similar to this 

about how gender is a script to be followed, which then trickles down into physical appearance 

and how it becomes a script to be followed as well. We have managed to create the “ideal 

woman” but ideal for what? Ideal in terms of status without substance. The Kardashians are the 

perfect example of this performance because of how they created to become the ideal of beauty, 

they stopped becoming humans and became an immortalized piece of history that will be 

repeated for years to come.  

 




